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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY TODAY! 
The Arc would like to invite you to join us to help individuals with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities in our community  

receive the services they need to accomplish their goals and achieve personal fulfillment.   

 Your annual gift and supportive membership will strengthen and expand our efforts to help serve individuals with mental and      
developmental challenges and their families, caregivers and professional who work with them in our community.   

Make your donation today, and return the membership application below.   

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Please complete and send to: THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY, INC. , BELDEN VILLAGE TOWER 

4450 BELDEN VILLAGE STREET, N.W. SUITE 307, CANTON, OHIO 44718-2564 

����� I want to help THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY This is a  Renewal  or  New Membership 

Enclosed is my membership gift of: 

$20.00 Donor 

$30.00 Sponsor 

$50.00 Patron 

$100.00 Sustainer 

Age group of member:  

1-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-64 

Classification of member: 

Self-advocate 

Interested Citizen 

Professional in MR/DD field 

Parent/Relative of person with MR/DD 

I would be interested in: 

Serving on a committee 

Volunteering  

 occasionally 

Becoming a board  

 member 

ADDRESS UPDATE: 

I am receiving duplicate copies (from where? - School, Workshop, other mailing?)_________________________________________________ 

I have moved, my new address is listed below.  Please add me to the mailing list.  

Name:_____________________________________________________________Home Phone: (___________) ___________-____________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________________City:_________________________State:___________ Zip:______________ 
 

Email:_______________________________________________ 
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2007 Fashion Show 
     If you missed the 2007 Fashion 
Show– shame on you.  It was a great 
luncheon held at La Pizzeria Restaurant 
in Canton on May 12, 2007. 

     Over 210 people were in attendance 
to watch the models strut their stuff 
down the runway.  

     Madison Woods, from Mix 94.1 was 
the master of ceremonies.     

     The models were dressed in Red, 
White and Blue fashions that were 
provided by Target and Macy’s. 

     A big thank you goes to the Fashion 
Show Committee that worked so hard 
for five months.  This committee was 
able to raise over $13,000 for The Arc! 

Committee Members: 

Julia Ostrout– Chairman 

Vicki Snyder    Beth Miles 

Connie Calhoun    Kim Burzycki 

Rayetta Calhoun     Roxanne Korte 

Karan Overcasher   Diane Bing   

Deb Shumard 

     A big thank you also goes Betsy 
Elum for donating time to make the 
center pieces for the afternoon luncheon, 
Bruce Martin and Chuck Ostrout for 
helping sell 50/50 tickets, and Karen 
Vargo for helping with the restaurant 
raffle. 

     A special treat this year was a 
performance by the “American Idols” 
Cheer and Dance Team. 

     Check out the models on page 2! 

All Star Celebration and  
Pre-Game Show 

Pro Football Hall of Fame �  September 8, 2007 
     The Arc of Stark County is planning it’s Sports Gala for September 
8, 2007 and we need your help.  Volunteers are needed to secure sport 
memorabilia for our silent and live auctions, help sell tickets, and most 
important of all– help us have fun! 

     This event is not only fun and exciting– we honor individuals who  
participate in Special Olympics, Challenger Baseball and Stark Sharks. 

     If you are interested in serving on the committee– please call 
Kathleen Fockler, Marketing Director, at 330-492-5225 or email at 
kfockler@arcstark.org.  
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     It’s not every day that you get to say 
that you have helped someone in a 
saving a life.   

     David and Jody Boyd were blessed 
with a son, Chance in August 2006.  
Chance is no ordinary boy– he has 
Down Syndrome.  The doctors cleared 
him from the hospital and told David 
and Jody that their son would be fine 
and that he does not have a heart defect 
that some Down Syndrome babies have.  

     These heart conditions vary from 
small holes in the heart to more complex 
problems which may require major open 
heart surgery. In a small number of 
children the condition is so severe that 
they are inoperable, but the majority are 
suitable for surgery and their prognosis 
is very good. 

     Early failure to thrive may be 
indicative of a heart problem, but some 
babies may not show symptoms for 
several months and it is not always 
possible to detect a heart defect purely 
by clinical examination. Therefore all 
babies with Down syndrome should 

have an echocardiogram performed. 

   David and Jody were happy to hear the 
good news that their son did not have a 
heart defect!  After hearing about FANS, 
they decided to attend a meeting to get  
information on other doctors for Chance.  
They wanted the very best!  At their first 
FANS meeting, other parents shared 
ideas and thoughts on how to raise a 
child with special needs.  The other 
parents encouraged the Boyds to get a 
second opinion regarding Chance’s 
heart.   

      Well… they did and Chance did 
have the heart defect.  At three months 
of age, Chance had open heart surgery to 
repair his heart. 

     The doctors told David and Jody that 
if they would have waited three more 
months– Chance’s condition would have 
worsened and he would have gone into 
cardiac arrest. 

     Today, Chance is a happy healthy 
eight month old! 

     Thanks to FANS– Chance is here to 
stay. 

Have a GREAT 
Summer! 
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Bobby Snyder 

Tim Seccombe 

Matt Klonowski 

Renee Gaul 

Mike Miller 

Missy McDonald 

JJ Calhoun 

Tricia Sober 

Paul Smith 
Merrell Jenkins 

Megan Biedenbach 

Lucy Rose 

Anthony Ziegler 

Tasho Able -Mohr 

Denise Vargo 

Vanessa Perry 

Alyssa Miles 

2007 Arc’s Angels Models 
Thanks for a GREAT Show! 

Sittin’ on the dock of the bay…. 
Want to see my muscles? 

Great friendships are 
made at camp! 

Having too much FUN! 

� To the 
left, to the 
left… now 

slide… 

 

Enjoying 
the 

midnight 
breeze�  
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Gifts Galore!  
Shopping 

Extravaganza 
November 3-4, 2007 �  
Whipple Dale Centre 

     The annual Gifts Galore craft show is held 
in conjunction with Stark MRDD and The 
Workshops, Inc.  In 2006, more than 75 
crafters and vendors participated in this two-
day craft show and shopping extravaganza.  
This event also features 
raffle items, a lunch 
counter, bake sale and 
book sale.  Estimated 
attendance at this event 
is over 2,500 people 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
weekend. 

     Bob Milliken, President of the Stark 
County Board of MRDD, is the younger 
brother of Ronnie Milliken and Randy 
Milliken, (both deceased.)  

     Deb Shumard, Director of Beyond 
Our Boundaries Recreation Services, 
provides facilitation for the Arc of Stark 
County's Sibshops program.  Deb is 
guardian for her brother, Michael 
Shumard, an individual with autism. 

“Back to the Playground” 
“One thing that has come out of having 
children with cerebral palsy is 
strength. At first it made me very angry. 
I was almost looking for a fight. I was 
always looking for someone to criticize 
my son in my presence. I would envision 
different scenarios in which I would 
become violent reacting to people's 
reactions to my children -- especially to 
my severely handicapped child. 
Eventually, he taught me that was not 
necessary. Just by being himself. By 
being a gift to us.”-Neil Young 

-------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------- 

     Growing up with a sibling with a 
disability presents a set of issues for the 
typically developing sibling, and for the 
family, that are initially challenging.   
Some of these include: limits on family 
outings, limits or inability to bring 
friends to the home, guilt, stressful 
situations over sleeping and eating, and 
witnessing others’ teasing or even 
bullying.  We wanted to briefly address 
the issue of teasing/bullying and share 
our separate experiences: 
 

Deb: “I noticed early on that my 
brother’s behaviors drew a certain 
amount of attention.  For instance, he 
really enjoyed going to Mass, but other 
kids acted embarrassed, for behaviors 
we considered very minor, like laughing 
loudly or squealing. I’m not sure if 
Michael realized they were annoyed 
with him or not, but it made me want to 
defend him.” 
 

Bob:  “I think when you’re a sibling of 
an individual with a disability, that 
creates a mindset where you come to the 
defense of anyone being picked on.” 
 

Deb: “I think I was more angry than 
embarrassed; it was apparent to us that 
he couldn’t help it.” 
 

Sibling Perspectives  
Hosted by…Bob Milliken & Deb Shumard 

Bob:  “Well, both my siblings were 
individuals with MRDD, and when other 
people caught on to that, kids were 
somewhat cruel.” 
 

Deb:  “Tell us more about that.” 
 

Bob:  “Well…my brothers were twelve 
and nineteen years older than me, yet I 
ended up defending them at some point.  
The word ‘retarded’ was used a lot more 
frequently back then… in a mean way.  I 
can remember someone taunting me by 
saying ‘your brothers are retarded’ and I 
felt I had to defend them.” 
 

Deb:  “How did you handle that?” 
 

Bob:   “I told one kid… well, I heard 
your sister is LEFT-HANDED!” 
 

Deb:  “Well, now, there’s a snappy 
comeback.” 
 

Bob:    “It’s too bad they didn’t have 
strong support programs back then; the 
sibling programs that exist now would 
have really helped us to deal with those 
issues more effectively; they offer a 
forum to talk about the issues and 
develop some peer supports. Just talking 
about it seems to help a lot.” 
 

Siblings between the ages of 6-11 are 
eligible for The Arc of Stark County’s 
Sibshop program. This month, Sibshops 
will meet at Sluggers and Putters in 
Canal Fulton. 

Date:  Saturday, July 14th; 

Time:  10:30 a.m. 

Call Rose Brockham (330-492-5225) to 
register. 

*The Arc of Stark County is also 
considering starting a teen group for 
Sibshops.  If you are interested, please 
call The Arc. 

Deb:  Another great resource is:  
www.siblingsupport.org 
 

Bob & Debra welcome your comments 
and ideas.  Please write to us with any 
thoughts you might have: 
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Or by email: debshumard@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

In conjunction with the National Down 
Syndrome Society and  

The Arc of Stark County, Inc. 
 

Buddy Walk  
Date: 10/13/2007 

Where: Price Park, North Canton Ohio  
Contact Info: Nicole & Brooke Catazaro 

Phone: 330-833-5893 
Email:  msncat00@aol.com 

 

     The Buddy Walk is a one-mile walk 
in which anyone can participate without 
special training. It is a wonderful, heart-
warming event that celebrates the many 
abilities and accomplishments of people 
with Down syndrome. Whether you 
have Down Syndrome, know someone 
who does, or just want to show your 
support, come and join a Buddy Walk in 
your local community! 

 

     Nicole and Brooke still need 
volunteers!  Call today to help make a 
difference! 


