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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY TODAY! 
The Arc would like to invite you to join us to help individuals with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities in our community  

receive the services they need to accomplish their goals and achieve personal fulfillment.   

 Your annual gift and supportive membership will strengthen and expand our efforts to help serve individuals with mental and      
developmental challenges and their families, caregivers and professional who work with them in our community.   

Make your donation today, and return the membership application below.   

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Please complete and send to: THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY, INC. , BELDEN VILLAGE TOWER 

4450 BELDEN VILLAGE STREET, N.W. SUITE 307, CANTON, OHIO 44718-2564 

����� I want to help THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY This is a  Renewal  or  New Membership 

Enclosed is my membership gift of: 

$20.00 Donor 

$30.00 Sponsor 

$50.00 Patron 

$100.00 Sustainer 

Age group of member:  

1-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-64 

Classification of member: 

Self-advocate 

Interested Citizen 

Professional in MR/DD field 

Parent/Relative of person with MR/DD 

I would be interested in: 

Serving on a committee 

Volunteering  

 occasionally 

Becoming a board  

 member 

ADDRESS UPDATE: 

I am receiving duplicate copies (from where? - School, Workshop, other mailing?)_________________________________________________ 

I have moved, my new address is listed below.  Please add me to the mailing list.  

Name:_____________________________________________________________Home Phone: (___________) ___________-____________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________________City:_________________________State:___________ Zip:______________ 
 

Email:_______________________________________________ 
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    Want to have some FUN this 
summer?  Check our the Arc’s 
Adult Weekend Summer Camp. 

 The Arc Weekend Camp for 
adults with mental retardation 
will be held June 8th, 9th, and 
10th at Camp Muskingum in 
Carrollton.  Applications have 
been sent through the workshops 
to interested individuals.  If 
anyone is interested and did not 
receive the information, please 
contact The Arc office.   

     Deadline for reservations is 
May 12th. 

     Also, we are in need of 
volunteers to help for the 
weekend .   The  amount 
of campers that we can take 
depends on the amount of 
volunteers we get to help us.   

     Anyone interested can call 
Diane Bing at 330-454-6917 or 
The Arc office at 330-492-5225. 

 

Dive Right into Summer FUN!!!!  
 Baylor Beach �� Summer Camp 2007 ����������		  

     Schoo l– 
a g e d 
children who 
attend the 
s u m m e r 

program this year, will enjoy days 
at Baylor Beach Park in Navarre.  
Camp is Monday through Friday 
8:30– 2:30.  Sessions start July 9 
and run through August 3, 2007.  
Your children may attend one 
week or all four!  The cost to 
attend is $175.00 per week. 

     Guaranteed fun!  Your 
children will participate in 
swimming, working on art 
projects, miniature golf, and 
music sessions.  Oh and did we 
mention– special guest?  Don’t 
miss out on our magician and 
clowns! 

     Buses are provided from area 
school/churches to transport your 
children to Baylor Beach. 

     This camp is sure to sharpen 
social skills and allow our 

campers to spend some time away 
from home and of course meet 
new friends. 

     With a small ratio of child to 
adult your child will receive the 
care that he or she needs.  There 
will also be a nurse on staff.  All 
adults/nurses/camp counselors are 
certified and trained! 

     Call The Arc of Stark County 
at 330-492-5225 for more 
information or to attain your 
registration packet! 

Notice 
 

Annual Membership 
Meeting  

 

DATE:  Wednesday, May 23, 2007  

LOCATION:  Beyond Our Boundaries 

        2821 Whipple Ave. 

        Suite 400 

        Canton, Ohio  

(Doors are at the back of the building) 

Call The Arc to make your reservation at 
330-492-5225. 
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Awards Given at 41st Annual Awareness Dinner����

     In recognition of National Mental Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities month in March, The Arc of Stark County, Inc. was 
pleased to present its 41st annual Awareness Dinner featuring Jason 
McElwain and Jim Johnson.  The event was inspiring and uplifting! 

     Coach Johnson made the kindhearted gesture of inserting his 
autistic manager, Jason McElwain – now known to the world as J-
Mac – into Greece Athena High School’s final home game, which 
the Trojans won 79-43. J-Mac scored 20 points in just over four 
minutes, including six three-point baskets, to become an instant 
national celebrity.  

     The Arc presented awards in four categories:  Volunteer of the Year, Professional of the Year, Caregiver of the Year, and 
Personal Achievement.  There were many nominations and everyone nominated was very deserving of the award.  The Awards 
selection committee, which consisted of Joe Rohr, Melanie Smith, Sara Yates, Steve Draiss, and Liz Hillick, had a tough time 
choosing the winners.  

     The Winners are: Volunteer of the Year:  Ann Schlosser Professional of the Year: Carol Eckroate and Gayle Stanford 
Caregiver of the Year: Shirley Johnson Personal Achievement: Marell Jenkins 

    Thank you to Stark County Board of MRDD our Title Sponsor, Siffrin Inc. as the Meet and Greet Sponsor, Midwest Services, 
DragonFly Academy, Day Ketterer Attorneys at Law, Hartville Homes, The Institute of Jaw and Facial Surgery, and SARTA  for 
helping make this year a success!  

Gifts Galore!  
Shopping Extravaganza 

November 3-4, 2007 �  Whipple Dale Centre 
     The annual Gifts Galore craft show is held in conjunction with Stark MRDD and 
The Workshops, Inc.  In 2006, more than 75 crafters and vendors participated in this 
two-day craft show and shopping extravaganza.  This event also features raffle items, a 
lunch counter, bake sale and book sale.  Estimated attendance at this event is over 
2,500 people throughout the weekend. 

A BIG Thank You to  

����������	�
She once again has out done herself 

by volunteering for The Arc.   

Every year she hosts a magnificent 
Reverse Raffle that helps fund the 

Adult Weekend Camp.  

This year she was able to raise over    
$7,000! 

Thank you again to Diane and all 
her efforts!  

Ann Schlosser 

 

Carol Eckroate 

 

Gayle Stanford 

 

Shirley Johnson 

 

Marell Jenkins 

 

 

All Star Celebration and  
Pre-Game Show 

Pro Football Hall of Fame �  September 8, 2007 
     The Arc of Stark County is planning it’s Sports Gala for September 
8, 2007 and we need your help.  Volunteers are needed to secure sport 
memorabilia for our silent and live auctions, help sell tickets, and most 
important of all– help us have fun! 

     This event is not only fun and exciting– we honor those individuals 
who  participate in Special Olympics, Challenger Baseball and Stark 
Sharks. 

     If you are interested in serving on the committee– please call 
Kathleen Fockler, Marketing Director, at 330-492-5225 or email at 
kfockler@arcstark.org.  

Henry Miles, Ron Klonowski, Jason McElwain, Denise Merrell 
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     Welcome to the 
first edition of our 
column for siblings of 
adults with disabilities! 
We consider it an 
honor and a privilege 
to have a voice in this 
newsletter. Each of us 
has had an affiliation 
with the Arc of Stark 
County over the last 
several years; Bob as a 
volunteer, and Deb as 
a service provider. 

     It is our hope that 
b y  s h a r i n g 
information, insights, 
and hopefully some humor and wit, we 
can reach out to siblings affiliated with 
the Arc of Stark County, and, if the 
interest is there, begin an informal 
siblings network. 

     First, we’d like to introduce 
ourselves: 

     Bob Milliken, President of the Stark 
County Board of MRDD, is the younger 
brother of Ronnie Milliken and Randy 
Milliken, (both deceased.)  Bob’s 
parents were part of the network of 
families  that help start The Arc.  The 
first officers for The Council for 
Retarded Children were President:  Emil 
Bardash, Treasurer:  Walter Nist, 
Secretary:  Leverne Mercer, 
Chairpersons of School Committee:  
Hank and Betty Ebert, and First bus 
driver:  Walter Menagay. 

     These families banded together and 
made the needs of their loved ones 
known to state legislators, motivating 
the beginnings of the Association for 
Retarded Children, which then became 
the Association for Retarded Citizens, 
which evolved into the Arc of Stark 
County.  Then in 1967 the Senate Bill 
#169 established the County Boards of 
Mental Retardation. In other words, 
these families pooled their time and 
efforts to ensure that services were 
started for their loved ones, and would 
sustain for those families who came after 
them. 

     Deb Shumard, Director of Beyond 
Our Boundaries Recreation Services, 
provides facilitation for the Arc of Stark 
County’s Sibshop program. Deb is 

guardian for her 
b ro the r ,  M ichae l 
Shumard, who was 
diagnosed in the mid-
60’s with infantile 
autism.  As an adult, he 
funct ions at the 
moderate range of 
mental retardation and 
resides in Gallipolis 
Developmental Center. 
Michael was diagnosed 
in 1966 at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, by 
Dr. Leon Eisenberg, a 
colleague of child 
psychiatrist Dr. Leo 

Kanner,  who was the first to identify 
autism in children in 1943. 

Deb: “Let’s talk first about birth 
order. In our family, I’m the oldest, and 
Michael is the youngest; we have one 
brother in the middle, that’s David.” 

Bob:  “I am the youngest of three 
children.  Both of my older brothers 
were born with mental retardation.” 

Deb: “ You know what 
they say about first-
borns…we’re goal-
oriented, achievers, with 
an over-developed sense 
of responsibility.” 

Bob:  “Downright 
bossy.” 

D e b :  “ A n d  t h e 
youngest…well, that’s the 
baby of the family.” 

Bob: “Well, I think the 
typical dynamics are 
changed when you have a 
s ib l ing (s)  w i th  a 
disability.” 

Deb:  “I think you said 
Ronnie was 19 years 
older and Randy was 12 years older 
than you; How would you say your 
brothers treated you?” 

Bob: “Well, my parents tell the story 
when I was an infant/toddler, my two 
brothers watched over me like hawks, 
making sure that I didn’t get injured.”   

Deb: “You know...I’ve read that 
youngest children sometimes become 
manipulative or control-seeking if they 

“Sibling Perspectives” 
Hosted by…Bob Milliken & Deb Shumard 

perceive their older siblings as 
overbearing or bossy. First-borns, on 
the other hand, become good leaders.” 

Bob: “Well, that’s clearly the 
perspective of an oldest child! We could 
probably get a different opinion from 
your two brothers.” 

Deb: ”OK, fair enough, I would say that 
I naturally looked after Michael, not just 
because he had a disability, but by virtue 
of the fact that he was the littlest. That 
really felt right.” 

Bob: “We’ve talked about my brothers 
looking out for me, but there came a 
point of transition.  As my mom’s health 
was declining, and my brothers’ needs 
were increasing, it was clear to me that 
those roles were going to reverse.  It 
was then that I first attended a Stark 
County MRDD board meeting, because I 
wanted to understand how the system 
worked so I could see that my brothers’ 
needs were best served.“  

Deb: “Along those lines…I took over 
Michael’s guardianship when our 

parents moved out of 
state in the mid-1980’s.”  
( Deb and Mike’s parents 
are now retired and living 
in Mexico.)  

Bob/Deb:  We really 
wanted to introduce 
ourselves in this first 
edition. We both feel it’s 
been helpful to relate our 
stories to each other, and 
we hope this column will 
be helpful to other 
siblings.  Some topics 
we’d like to explore in 
the future include: 

Family expectations 

Support systems for 
siblings, and 

Bullying: “Back to the Playground”  

     We welcome your comments and 
ideas.  Please write to us with any 
thoughts you might have: 

Sibling Perspectives 

c/o The Arc of Stark County 

4450 Belden Village Street NW 

Suite 307 

Canton, Ohio 44718 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shumard Kids 

(Dave, Deb and Mike) 

Milliken Boys 

Randy, Bob and Ronnie 


