
NON-PROFIT 

ORG. 

U..S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 1565 

BELDEN VILLAGE  TOWER 

4450 BELDEN VILLAGE STREET, N.W. 

SUITE 307 CANTON, OHIO 44718-2564 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY TODAY! 
The Arc would like to invite you to join us to help individuals with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities in our community  

receive the services they need to accomplish their goals and achieve personal fulfillment.   

 Your annual gift and supportive membership will strengthen and expand our efforts to help serve individuals with mental and      
developmental challenges and their families, caregivers and professional who work with them in our community.   

Make your donation today, and return the membership application below.   

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Please complete and send to: THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY, INC. , BELDEN VILLAGE TOWER 

4450 BELDEN VILLAGE STREET, N.W. SUITE 307, CANTON, OHIO 44718-2564 

����� I want to help THE ARC OF STARK COUNTY This is a  Renewal  or  New Membership 

Enclosed is my membership gift of: 

$20.00 Donor 

$30.00 Sponsor 

$50.00 Patron 

$100.00 Sustainer 

Age group of member:  

1-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-64 

Classification of member: 

Self-advocate 

Interested Citizen 

Professional in MR/DD field 

Parent/Relative of person with MR/DD 

I would be interested in: 

Serving on a committee 

Volunteering  

 occasionally 

Becoming a board  

 member 

ADDRESS UPDATE: 

I am receiving duplicate copies (from where? - School, Workshop, other mailing?)_________________________________________________ 

I have moved, my new address is listed below.  Please add me to the mailing list.  

Name:_____________________________________________________________Home Phone: (___________) ___________-____________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________________City:_________________________State:___________ Zip:______________ 

 

4th Annual 4th Annual   
“Grape Possibilities”“Grape Possibilities”  

 

     The 4th Annual “Grape 
Possibilities” Wine Tasting and 
Silent Auction was a success.  This 
wine tasting event  was held at 
Congress Lake Country Club, 
Hartville, Ohio on Thursday, 
January 18, 2007. 

     The evening consisted of 
extravagant hors’ dourves and 
desserts, silent auction, and live 
entertainment.  Oh, and don’t 
forget the wine! 

     The event grossed over $12,000 
for The Arc.   

     A big thank you goes out to 
Henry and Beth Miles for helping 
organize the event and to our 
sponsors: Mercy Medical Center, 
Questar, Buckingham Doolittle & 
Burroughs, Ohio Legacy Bank, 
Copeco, Sky Bank, Stark Medical 
Spec ia l t i es ,  CCAS,  WRL 
Adve r t i s i ng ,  a nd  La u re n 
International, Inc. 
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Former Greece Athena Basketball 
Player,  Jason McElwain 

& 

High School Basketball Coach,   

Jim Johnson 
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     In recognition of National 
M e n t a l  R e t a r d a t i o n  a n d 
Developmental Disabilities month 
in March, The Arc of Stark 
County, Inc. is pleased to present 
its 41st annual Awareness Dinner 
featuring Jason McElwain and Jim 
Johnson.  This event is sure to be  
inspiring and uplifting! 

     On Feb. 13, 2006, Coach 
Johnson made the kindhearted 
gesture of inserting his manager, 

Jason McElwain who is autistic 
and is now known to the world as 
J-Mac – into Greece Athena High 
School’s final home game, which 
the Trojans won 79-43. J-Mac 
scored 20 points in just over four 
minutes, including six three-point 
baskets. This inspirational story 
received national recognition. 

  Both Jason and Jim will be 
speaking at the event which 
includes dinner – chicken and 
beef.  Vegetarian selection is also 
available.  In addition, The Arc of 
Stark County will be presenting 
t he i r  a nnua l  a wa rds  fo r 
Professional of the Year, Caregiver 
of the Year, Volunteer of the Year 
and Personal Achievement.  

    Tickets are on sale now and are 
$38 each.  Seating is limited so 
don’t delay -  call The Arc of Stark 
County, to reserve your seat at 330-
492-5225 or email Kathleen 
Fockler at kfockler@arcstark.org. 

     Thank you to Stark County 
Board of MRDD as title sponsor, 
Siffrin Inc. and Midwest Services 
for helping make this year a 
success! Sponsorship opportunities 
are still available.   

Jim Johnson Jason McElwain 
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GIFTS GALORE 
A HUGE Success! 

      

     This year’s Gifts Galore was a 
huge success!  Craft goers had the 
opportunity  to check out over 75 
tables of local crafters.  There was 
every thing from hand-made purses 
to personalized floor mats available 
for purchase.  

     The kitchen was in full swing… 
and not to mention the bake sale.  
Yummy goodies were for sale and 
didn’t last long!  

     Thank you to all of the volunteers 
that made this year’s Gifts Galore a 
success.  We hope we can count on 
your support next year. 

     If you are a crafter and would like 
to register for 
the 2007 
Gifts Galore, 
p l e a s e 
contact The 
Arc today at 
3 3 0 - 4 9 2 -
5225. 

MAIZE VALLEY 
FARMS CORN MAZE 
BENEFITED THE ARC 

Thank you Maize Valley Farms! 
During the Fall season Maize 
Valley Farms donated $1.00 of 
each general admission to The Arc 
of Stark County, which total 
$1500! 

    Autism Support Network 
 The Autism Network’s focus is to provide support for families as they walk though 
the process of diagnosis or identification on the Autism spectrum, to know that are not 
alone– to know that across our community so many other families are going through 
the same needs and frustrations.  Additionally, to be able to access national, state and 
local resources, and to educate themselves on the options most appropriate for their 
children’s needs and education. 

Mark your calendar for our meetings! 

Tuesday, February 13, 2007   7:00-8:30 pm 
Thursday, February 15, 2007   9:30-11:00 am 
Tuesday, March 13, 2007   7:00-8:30 pm 
Thursday, March 15, 2007   9:30-11:00 am 
Tuesday, April 10, 2007    7:00-8:30 pm 
Thursday, April 12, 2007   9:30-11:00 am 
Tuesday, May 8, 2007    7:00-8:30 pm 
Thursday, May 10 , 2007   9:30-11:00 am 
All meetings are held at:  North Branch Library, 189 25th Street NW, Canton, 44709 

If you have any questions or need directions, please call Becky Millsap at 330-588-
2145. 

      Beyond Our 
Boundaries, a 
recreation service 
for people with 
MRDD, is proud 
to announce the 
opening of our 
c o m m u n i t y 
facility at 2821 
Whipple Avenue 

NW, Suite 400! We are located in the 
Acme plaza across from Whipple-
Dale, in the building next to Gregory's 
Restaurant.  Our activity center is in the 
same building as Concorde Kids;  our 
entrance is in the back of the 
building, facing London Square.   

     Having operated since January 2001, 
offering community programs, Beyond 
Our Boundaries is responding to 
participants who have asked for on-site 
programs, a variety of recreational 
choices, and a place of our own to 
socialize. 

     Deb Shumard, CTRS (certified 
therapeutic recreation specialist), with an 
M.A. in therapeutic recreation, serves as 
the agency's director. 

     Some of the services offered by 
Beyond Our Boundaries include 
Daytrips to places such as  Disney on 
Ice, EJ Thomas Hall, Mount Union's 
Nature Center;  Overnight vacations are 
offered to Niagara Falls, Chicago, 
Amish Country, and Hershey, Pa., to 
name a few. 

A Place of Our Own 
Programs beginning  

Feb 6th, 6:30-8pm,  include: 

Tuesdays-  Exercise class, with 
  Summer Chaney 

Wednesday-  Library class, with 
  Rose Brockham  
  (of The Arc) 

Thursday- Game night with  
  Beth Johnson 

     There will also be karaoke parties, 
teen socials, and once a month "Date 
night." 

     Our first teen social will be held 
Friday February 16th! 

To be placed on our mailing list, to learn 
about hours of operation, or to schedule 
a personal tour, please contact us 
@  330-455-8111. 

 *Beyond Our Boundaries is also the 
provider for the Arc of Stark County's 
Sibshop program. 

     The next Sibshop session is Saturday, 
February 10th, 10:30-1:00, and will be 
held at the Beyond Our Boundaries 
location. Rory Pacconi, CTRS, leads the 
group;  Summer Chaney, a nursing 
student at Walsh University, is her 
assistant. Sibshop is for siblings of kids 
with disabilities, and is offered through 
the Arc of Stark County due to the 
generosity of The United Way of Stark 
County. Fun activities and a snack are 
provided!  Please call us for more 
info!!!  
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    Special Needs Cheer and Dance Team 
     The American Idols (special needs cheer team) recently tied for 1st place at the 
Children’s Cheer Classic at Green High School sponsored by American Elite.  
Shawna Yeager sang the National Anthem to kick off the competition. 

     The Paul and Carol David Foundation honored this group with a grant to finance 
uniforms, shoes and competition fees as well as the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities who also gave a  grant to support the team. 

     Members include:  Christiana Bagnola, Elizabeth (Lizzie) Brown (not pictured), 
Kandance Frazier, Tanya Hartman, Heather Hostetler, 
Marissa Livengood, Sydney McGinnis, Olivia Smith, Amy 
Sponsler, Asia Talbott, Shawna Yeager and Brittany Kohl. 

     The American Idols will travel to Columbus on March 24, 
2007 to compete at Cheer Power Nationals. 

     The team practices at Watson Elementary on Thursdays 
and American Elite Inc. in Tallmadge on Wednesdays.  For 
more information call Kathy at 330-418-7398. 

     Life is a series of experiences.  
Beginning with birth and youth, we 
have moved through a continuum of 
l i fe  exper iences – school , 
adolescence, college, adulthood, job, 
marriage, family, retirement.  And 
people have been 
the key to our 
d e v e l o p m e n t - 
parents, family, 
teachers, friends, 
youth leaders, 
b u s i n e s s 
associates… All 
have contributed 
to who we have 
become.  Today, 
our life is a 
statement of who 
we are. 

     Estate planning is the process of 
deciding how best to transfer your 
assets to children and family, during 
your lifetime as well as at death.  
Such planning is critical, for without 
it, you could lose a sizable portion of 
your estate to taxes.  While avoiding 
unnecessary taxation is an obvious 
motive, perhaps a greater reason for 
estate planning l ies in the 
opportunity to transfer your values to 
future generations. 

Who Will Inherit Your Values? 
     Your values define your life.  
Passing your values on is not a 
simple process, but one that will 
require serious thought. 

What do you believe in? 

Who are the 
p e o p l e  a n d 
organizations that 
have influenced 
your life, and the 
lives of your 
children? 

What kind of 
legacy do you 
want to leave? 

     You will need 
advice on the 
technical details of 

how you can accomplish your 
objectives.  The services of The Arc 
of Stark County, Inc. Endowment 
Team is available to you. 

     Ask our Executive Director, Ron 
Klonowski, to set an appointment 
with Rick Arnold, The Arc’s 
Planned Giving Specialist, to discuss 
your goals and objectives.  

     Call The Arc today at (330) 492-
5 2 2 5  o r  e m a i l  a t 
rklonowski@arcstark.org. 

Mark your calendars now 
for the  

 

2007  
Fashion Show and 

Basket Raffle 
 

Saturday, May 12, 2007 

La Pizzeria 

Doors open at 11:30,  

Lunch served at noon. 

 

Call The Arc for more 

 information at 330-492-5225    


